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OBSERVATIONS and REFLECTIONS 
ON THE 


HE diſmal Cataſtrophe which happened 
here on Sunday the 14th Init. during 
the Time of divine Service, impreſſed 
the Minds of all Ranks. of People with the 
moſt awful Anxiety and Diſtreſs, and preſented 
a Scene truly deplorable and affecting! But 
while Humanity contemplates the remembrance of 
this terrible Day, let us not forget to be thank- 
ful to the Almighty for his kind Care and Pro- 
tection over us, who ſo little deſerved this par- 
tial] Deliverance, in the Hour of Diſtrels. 
Agitated with the gloomy Idea of immediate 
Diflolution, every one {ought ſafety from Flight, 
by which many Accidents happened. The 
Churches being much crowded, increaſed the 
Confuſion, and for a while the Mind ſeemed 
depreſſed by an inſenſible Surprize, and to be 
Joſt in the dreadful Apprehenſion of a general 
Ruin. Words can but faintly deſcribe the 
Feelings of the Heart in ſuch Diſtreſs, and 
very "va can recollect their diſordered Senſibility 
in this critical Moment. The Soul, eclipſed 
2 Fat with 


9 » 


1 


unn Horror, had loſt the Potter of Thought. 
and for awhile ſhrunk back on %herfelf, and 
Nartled at the ſecret Dread of fall 


Fart felt the wound, and Nature, from her Seat, 
Selin, thro' all her _ gave Signs of Woe. 


e 


Let not che 3 forget bis Feelings on this 

_ Occaſion, nor the fond Mother her anxious So- 
licitude and Diſtreſs ; ; and while Children re- 
member it with every Idea of Terror, let the 


Sinner begin an early Repentance, and purſue 


| the Paths of Temperance and Virtue. So ſe— 
vere a Shock of an Earthquake was never be- 


tore remembered in this Town and Neighbour- 


hood, and though we have eſcaped the preſent 
Calamity, who can inſure his future Safety; 
or from former Examples not feel every Emotion 


of Pity for the ruin of ſome diſtant Part of the 


Globe? 


Whether the late 5 was local, ad 


confined to this Town and Neighbourhood, - 
not yet aſcertained, though from all debe 


it ſeems to have extended to no great Diſtance 
from us. Eaſterly it was not felt at Liverpool, 


and to the Welt, Sheffeld preſcribed its Limits. 


To the North, Halifax and Leeds felt the Shock 


more ſlightly, though at Preſton it was ſevere, 


and ſoutherly beyond Derby they. were {carce 
ſenſible of it. Still this is no Proof that the 
Effect was confined to this Neighbourhood, 


fince we find that the. dreadful Earthquake, 
which deſtroyed the City of Liſbon in the Year 


17355, and buried in Ruins fo many other Cities 


and Villag es in Europe and Africa, was but 


lig Sutty 


n inte nought! 5 


43 


lightly felt at En and not at all in this 


' Neighbourhood, though they were ſenſible of 


the. Shock i in ſeveral other Parts of England and 
1 eland. 


This terrible Earthquake communicated its 


dreadful Effects through an Extent of 2500 

Miles from North to South, beginning in 
* Greenland, and paſſing Southward, was per- 
ceived in the Iflands of Trinity, Ferro, &c. 
* ſome of the Weſtern Ifles of Scotland, in Ire- 
land, in the South-weſt Part of England, &c. 
and paſſing under the Ocean, ſhook all Por- 
* tugal, and great Part of Spain, whence it paſſed 


to the Continent of Africa with incredible Vi- 
olence,' and having ſhook the Kingdoms of 


Fez and Morocco, probably vented itſelf ; in the 
ſouthern Oceau. 12 Plil. Tr. Ne. 1 57- 


Fe 


"tn the Year 1758, an ingenious Foreigner 
preſented to the imperial Academy of Sciences 
at Peterſburg, a Memoire, in which he endea- 
voured to ſhew, that the Formation of Metals 
is a m Conſequence of Earthquakes. Hc 
obſerves, The interior Parts of the Globe 


abound with ſulphurous Matter, which occa- 
« of whole Exiſtence the Volcancs are evident 
* Proofs. Theſe internal Fires, when pent up 


ent, as; by increaſing the Elaſticity of the 
confined Air to give tile to Earthquakes, by 
the Agitation of which are occaſioned a Mul- 
titude of Cavities near the Earth's Surface. 
i In the Formation of theſe Cavities, it is pre- 

tended, there are abſorbed large Quantities of 
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* foſlile Subſtances, mixed with vegetable Salts, 
produced, from the Decompoſition of the 
Trees and Plants, whole diſſolved Salts find 
their Way, by Means of the Rivers to the 
Sea. Now the Fire acting in theſe Cavities, 
on the foſſile -Subſtances and the vegetable 
Salts contained therein, reduces the whole 
into a mineral State; after which, the Mine- 
rals ſo conſtituted are in a Manner diſſolved 
by the Fire, and diſtributed into Beds and 
Veins, in the Manner they are found to exiſt 
in the Mine.” However the Mineralogiſt may 
be ſatisfied on his Part, we cannot give our al- 
ſent to the Doctrine here laid down, as eſta- 
bliſhing a neceſſary Conſequence in the Produc- 
tion of theſe wonderful Phœnomena; yet we 


allow that as to the Operation of ſecond Cauſes, 


ſuch Arguments are ingenious and concluſiye; 
for the inflammable Breath in the Pyrites, 
which is a Kind of Sulphur that naturally takes 

Fire, muſt be a principal Agent. 1 in theſe ſubter- | 
rancan Commotions. 


Though we may recite the dreadful Effects of 
theſe wonderſul Phœnomena of Nature, yet 
Philoſophers ſeem puzzled to account in a ſa— 
tisſactory Manner for ſuch terraqueous Convul- 
ſions, in che Economy and Diſpoſition of the 

/niverſe. . Philoſophers and Naturaliſts have 
_ diſplayed much Ingenuity, and eſtabliſhed an 

I lypothelis, upon the genera! Principles of ap- 
proved Philoſophy ; but when we trace the 
wonderful Effects from ſuch Caules, we per- 
| haps are obliged to own, that a WT Fa 
_ Comprehenſion is be, yond the Limits of human | 
Underſtanding. 1 
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- At preſent, no Account ſeems to relate an 


Eruption in this Neighbourhood: If no ſuch 
Thing has happened, how ſhall we Account for 


the great Alteration in the State of the Air at 
that Time, which was perceivable to every Ob- 
ſerver, and was certainly the Cauſe that allected 


in ſo great a Degree the human Frame, juſt at that 


Interval. The Air ſeemed to me to have loſt 


its elaſticity and preſſure, and to ſhare in the 
general Convulfion. From hence proceeds the 
Difficulty of Inveſtigation; and as the Effects 
ſpring from ſuch hidden Cauſes, how ſhall we 


Account for chem? 


IF Farthquakes proceed from the ſame Cauſes 


as Thunder and Lightning, they ſtill ſeem more 


complicated in their Power and Effects. The 


ſubterranean Caverns are the Receptacles of ſul- 
phurous Steams and Exhalations, fermenting 
with the Particles of Bitumen or Nitre : Theſe, 


from various Cauſes, take Fire, which in- 


crealing the Elaſticity of the confined Air, di- 
lates and expands itfelf on all Sides, and 
meeting with Reſiſtance, cauſes an univerſal 


Convulſion. If from the Violence of the 2 
Shock, theſe jarring Particles get Vent, and 


diſcharge their noxious Vapours in the Air, 


they muſt certainly have a very ſenſible Effet 


on the Atmoſphere, and be productive of a Dif- 


temperature in the Elements. This probably 
will partly Account for the tremulous Motion 


of all Bodies around us, during the Time of 


the Earthquake, ſo that thoſe who confidentl 


altirm they ſaw the Earth, or other Objects. 


wave or move about them, may place ſuch I- 


deas, in a great Meaſure, to the Deception ot 


chicir own Sight, | He 
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lo far the electric Effluvia in the Air may 

be affeaed by the Eruption of theſe ſubterra- 
nean Fires, is a Matter worthy Conſideration. 

At this Time all material Nature ſeems to be 

in a convulſive State; and that inviſible Agency. 

vrhich ſupports the eſtabliſhed Laws of Gravi- 

tation. and the planctary Syſtem, ſeems the effi- 

cient Cauſe in the Production of theſe ſolitary 
and myſterious Wonders. 7 5 


That impulſe we call Gravity, or the Agency 
ol ſome ſubtle Matter, or inviſible Cauſe, which 
acts by mutual Sympathy between the Sun and 
the Planets, ſeems to be materially concerned in 
denouncing theſe Judgments of the Almighty, 
as all Nature, in thoſe Moments, appears to 
ſuffer the Pangs of univerſal Diſorder : Nay, 
| our very Souls ſhudder at the Inſtant, from 
4 an Affection in the ſame gencral Cauſe, and 
M every Object around us teſtifies the Truth of 
1 this Obſervation. It ſurely claims our Belief, 
; | bo to ſuppole the State of the Air is diſordered at 
'® this Time, and that the divine Agency, Which 
ſuſpends and retains the Planets ſo wonderfully 
1 in their Orbits, muſt alſo be affected by theſe 
F Irregularities in the mundane Syſtem. 
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The Appulſes of ſome of the Planets to this 
our Earth, may probably diſturb its diurnal or 
annual Motion; and being interrupted in its 
regular Progreſſion, by repeated Acts of Vio- 
lence, it may receive a Shock, which, affecting 
the fixed Laws of Gravitation, and diſorderinig 
the Economy of this terraqueous Globe, may 
be the original Cauſe of theſe miraculous Con- 

vulſions. This Law of Gravity acts nearly 

ns Og ts ee egtes - - equally 


on We 
equally at all Times, and by its own immuta- 
ble Force exerts its free Agency, in Proportion 
to the Quantity of Matter in all Bodies. But 
we find the Planets liable to diſturb each other 
in their, Motions, by their mutual Attractions, 
when in the ſame Point of the Heavens; and 
hence Aſtronomers obſerve, that the Moon does 
not move in a Medium, void of all Reſiſtance; 
on which Account her projectile Force is a lit- 
tle weakened, and as no other Power leſſens her 
Gravity, ſhe would at length fall to the Earth, 
if her projectile Force was not renewed by that 
Almighty Fiat, which firſt eſtabliſhed the Order 
and Diſpoſition of this wonderful Syſtem, 


Few People conceive properly the Nature and 
Origin of an Earthquake: They too often miſ- 
take the Cauſe for the Effect, and from errone- 
ous Arguments draw falſe Concluſions, To _ 
account fatisfaQorily for theſe Phœnomena, we 
muſt have an adequate Idea of the planetary 
| Syſtem, and the Laws by which it is governed; 
or otherwiſe, we only wander in the Labyrinth 
of Error and Deluſion. Beſides this, we muſt 
conſider the Fabrick of this Globe, with all its 
internal Pitrata and {ſubterranean Caverns, and 
from theſe two Sources we may pretty clearly 
inveſtigate the Cauſe of theſe myſterious and 


2 | dreadful Calamities. I have above obſerved, 


that theſe ſubterranean Caverns are the Repoſt- 
tories of ſulphureous Steams and Exhalations, 
_  fermenting with Nitre, or other Particles of an 
inflammable Nature, which collect and circu- 
late in theſe infernal Vaults, and are pent up 
for Ages, in the larger Cavities of the Earth, 
Which contain theſe noxious Vapours and Ex- 
5 B bhllaalations, 
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ens, till by ſome Accident they take Fire; i 
when the Nitre, which exerts its Force, dilates 
and expands itſelf on all Sides, cauſes à uni- 
verſal or partial Concuſſion in ſome Part of 
the Globe, in Proportion to the Quantity of 


inflammable Matter, acting with an equal De- 
gree to its reſiſting Force, through the different 
Vaults in theſe occult Regions. This Combuſ- 
tion of the Particles of Matter, cauſes a Sepa- 
ration of the Principles of which ſuch Matter 
is formed; and therefore, till the Phlogiſton 


contained in thoſe Bodies is diſhpated, it acts 
with a Degree of Violence, and during the 


Time of an Earthquake, we feel the Force of 


theſe jarring Elements, with all their terrible 


Conſcquences. | 


| So far we have aſcertained the Cauſe BOY 


Effects of theſe dreadful Convulſions in the 
terraqueous Globe; and, from the different Ef- 


ſeas they produce, we ſhould ſtill be inclined 
to make lome further Reflections. 


3 after: all our D the late 
Earthquake may be more properly called an 
Airquake, or a violent Burſt or Agitation of 
the electric Effluvia in the Atmoſphere ; which 


being filled with ſo many different Particles of 
Matter, may at certain "Times, and from a 
Concurrence of Cauſes, be attended (for ought 


we know to the contrary) with all the Effects 
of an Earthquake: And if we find that the 
late Convulſion is confined to this Neighbour- 
hood, it is moſt probable ſuch a Suppoſition 
will gain Credit. Becauſe, was this the Cale, 
the Air would . be univerſally affected within 


certain 


tn) 


certain Limits, and the Violence of the Com- 
motion would of Courſe ſhake the Foundations 

of all Buildings, and be attended with every 
other Symptom which diſordered our Senſes at 
the Time: And we find by Experiment, that 
the electric Matter increaſes in Force by its own 
Velocity ; for the Shock is much greater at the 
Diſtance of 12 or 1 Zoo Yards, than it is at 


the Machine. TS 


Doctor priglley and other ingenious Men, 
have been at great Pains to analize the Proper- 
ties of the Air, and to try its ſurprizing Ef- 
fets in the Animal, as well as the vegetable 
Kingdom; and their Enquiries have beſtowed 
great Benefits on Mankind, and added a Luſtre 
to their Learning and Reputation, If theſe 
Enquiries are purſued with their uſual Dili- 
gence, we may hope to fee ſuch further Im- 
provements, as will latisfactorily Account for 
| theſe wonderful Phenomena in the Walks of 
Nature. We ſce no Impropriety in ſuppoſing 
an Airquake may have all the Effects here men- 
tioned; but on che contrary, it ſeems to chal- 
lenge our Belief, that ſuch probably was lately 
the Caſe, and were the upper Regions better 
known to us, we ſhould perhaps be more deci- 
R hve i in this Opinion. | 


An Airquake may be produced withant the 
apparent Effects of Thunder and Lightning, 
though ſimilar in other Reſpects : For the Air 
being in a different State, is certainly ſufficient 
to produce it, and to cauſe the electric Matter 
to act by various Modes, according to the State 


and DpoBten of other Particles with which 
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it unites, But in tracing Elfets foi Seht 
we muſt paſs the Bounds of human Reaſoning, 
and aſcribe theſe wonderful Phœnomena to the 
Order and Direction of that divine Agency, 


whoſe Preſence is in the Clouds, and whoſe An- 


gels denounce the Judgments of the 4 


to a ſinful People. 


"ew better Proof, the Scriptures are full of 
Information, and ſufficiently prove the Agency 


of ſome divine and ſupernatural Power, as the 
original Cauſe of theſe awful Warnings to 
Mankind. At the terrible Event of our Sa- 
viour's Crucifixion, St. Matthew, Chap. 27, 
Verſe 43, relates, Now from the hxth Hour 
there was Darkneſs over all the Land unto 
the ninth Hour.“ Drvines have been of dif- 


ferent Opinions, whether this Darkneſs was 


confined to the Land of Fudea, or whether it 
affected a more univerſal Extent. It is not ſo 
much to our Purpoſe to aſcertain the Limits of 


this awful Cataſtrophe, as to prove the Inter- 


| poſition and Power of ſome divine Agency, 


acting as the primary Cauſe of theſe miracu- 
lous Convulſions. 


In common Eclipſes of the Sun, the total 


Darkneſs doth not continue more than fifteen 


Minutes; and as the Sun was now obſcured 


three full Hours; and as it happened at the 


Time of the Oppoſition of the two Lumina- 
ries, we cannot deny our Aſſent to the Interpo- 


ſition of ſome ſupernatural Power, as the effi- 


cient Cauſe of this eee Event. 


We might ady ance many other Proofs b 
| Scripture, 


( 13 ) 
. Scripture, but this will be ſufficient to fatisfy 
all who are inclined to conviction. In vain 
do we wander the Mazes of Philoſophy, to Ac- 
count for theſe Phœnomena on any other Prin- 
ciples, and nothing but the Vanity of human 
Wiſdom, can attribute the Cauſe of theſe awful 
Events to the Effet of Chance, or the Opera- 
tion of ſecond Cauſes. That Hand which 
guides and directs the Univerſe, muſt be the 
principal Agent in the Cauſe of theſe univerſal | 
Terrors; and then we may allow ſubordinate 
Caules, to act within the Sphere preſcribed 255 8 
ſuperior Power. : 


Thus the nne Agency; or « that: invilible 
Power, which governs the Univerſe, and di- 
rects the Planets in their regular and ſtated Re- 
volutions at this Time, io far diſorders the 
Frame and Economy of this terraqueous Globe, 
as to throw the Elements into a general Con- 
vulſion; which, affecting the Atmoſphere, and 
every Object around us, carries its Violence 
through the ſubterranean Caverns, where the 
Exhalations of Sulphur fermenting with Nitre, 
take Fire, and from the Shock making Way 
through different Cracks or Fiſſures, meet with 
other Vapours or confined Air, till at length 
theſe angry Elements get Vent, and cauſe all 


the dreadful Circumſtances attending a local or 
univerſal Earthquake. 


We have thus NET TORT to Aubell the 
| unte of theſe myſterious Wonders, and hope 
theſe Reflections will not be deemed One 
ow ene Peruſal. 
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To furvey the Wiſdom of Gon in the Works 


olf the Creation, muſt be highly pleaſing and 
ſatis factory to a contemplative Mind; and as 


every Object preſents new Beauties for Wonder 


and Admiration, the Purſuit muſt be attended 


with the moſt refined Enjoyment. In an 
Age devoted to Pleaſure and Amuſement; in 


the gay Circles of Diſſipation, we find very 
few attentive to the Dictates of Reaſon, or 


guided by the Reftraint of Temperance and 
Reflection; and in the lower Spheres of Life, 


Intemperance, and eyery Species of extreme 
Diſſoluteneſs, ſeems to demand the moſt leyere 


Reprehenfion. 


- Meakiod;- by -Sollowing the Bane of: Wat - 


vicious Inclinations and Appetites, are led 
away by the ſhadowy Flights of their vain Ima- 


ginations, and ſeldom contemplate the Ideas of 


celeſtial Objects, or cultivate the Underſtand- 


ing, by exploring the hidden Secrets of Nature, 


which afford the rational Man ſuch | plealing 
Hours of refined Amuſement. Fo purſue Na- 
ture through her Paths of Order and Variety, 


affords the higheſt Gratification to the human 


Mind; and while we are entertained with the 


Beauties of theſe viſible Objects, we are inſen- 
fibly led to adore the wiſe Hand of Providence, 


diſplayed in the Diſpoſition and Harmony of 
every Object around us. We look with Con- 


tempt, at leaſt with Indifference, on the Reptile 


and the Fly, but I once ſaw the Wing of a Gnat 


ſhewn in the Lucernal Microſcope with ſuch 
exquiſite Beauty, that the Diadem of England, 
or a Cox's Muſeum, would not engage the leaſt 
. 80 e are the Works of 

5 Nature 
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Nature to  thots of Art, that a Sight 4 the 
Object will always juſtify the Aſſertion. 


The Conſequence of an extenſive Trade in 
this Town, has been the Means of introducing 


Luxury, the ſure Forerunner of Vice and Im- 


morality, and the Bane of every ſocial Virtue. 
How often does this ſubtle Poiſon diſturb the 
Repoſe of a Family, or by ſouring the Temper 
of a Friend, prompt him to the Commiſſion of 
the moſt ſhameful Ingratitude. It ſaps the 
Foundation of every moral Virtue, and b 
gaining an Aſcendancy over the Mind, deſtroys 
every Sentiment of Generoſity and Benevolence. 
Family Connections are the great Allurements in 
this Age, and People purſuing this falſe Prin- 
ciple to gratify Ambition, forfeit the Bleſſings 
of domeſtic Happineſs, and for the Sake of 
ſupporting parade and outſide Shew, live the 
miſerable Victims of Diſcontent. From the 
fame Source, Conſequences ſtill more perni- 
cious are defied. How lamentably doth it at- 
fect the Marriage State, in various Degrees of 
Life. The fond Couple, for want of the 
Means of ſupporting the preſent luxurious and 
expenſive Faſhions, live the mournful Example 
of hateful Celibacy. In the Circle of Friendſhip 
and Society, its Effeds are cqually alarming : 
Life is often embittered by its baneful Influence, 
and the Parent or the Friend ſuffers by its ma- 
lignant and ruinous Conſequences. By intro- 
ducing Intemperance, it pervades the Soul, and 
by enervating the Mind as well as the Body, 
_ every noble Sentiment of the Heart degenerates | 
into Selliſhneſs ang Diflatisfattion, . Hh 
: Tntemperance | 
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- " Intemperance | is the Food to. Paſſion and Re- 


venge, and carries its Venom to the remoteſt 


Regions of the Heart; but deprived of its 


Luxuriance, it fades away and leaves nothing, 
but the Miſery of its own Ruin. In Life when 
we ſee People indulging the brazen Smile of Ri- 
dicule, and wounding the Reputation of a 
Friend, it generally happens all is not right at 
Home; and therefore, with a moſt placid Look 
of Good-nature, we pity the Misfortunes of 
ſuch Men, and from the Example of Advice, 
"yeap the Benefi of Inſtruction. 


Pride 'i is ber Ingredient in Life, which : 


rides human Happineſs, and is the Source 


of endleſs Diſcontent. To aſſume a Conſe- 
quence flatters our Vanity, and being ſuperh- 


cial, reflects only the Image of its own Infigni- 
ficance: But when, like the noxious Weed, it 
becomes rank and overbearing, it juſtly excites 


our Ridicule and Contempt. It viciates the 


Principles of Generoſity and Gogd-nature, and 
being oftentimes the Offspring of Envy or 

| Spleen, like the Polype it re-produces its own 
Species, in all its native Deformity. 


As the Manny of a People relax 4 ks 
come diſſolute, Infidelity and Enthuſiaſm gain 


Ground; and by intoxicating the Minds of 
Men with the Love of Pleaſure, or the Con- 
ceits of a diſordered Imagination, the Idea of 


Virtue becomes extinguiſhed, and every wild 
diſorderly Paſſion takes Root, and ſpreads unt- 
verſal Corruption in the human Heart. Every 
Thing that inflames the Paſſions, or ſtrength- 


ens the Conſtitution i in habitual Exceſſes, pro- 


motes 


* 
4 
4 
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| motes the Cauſe of Infidelity, and leads us 


3 


headlong into Error and Deluſion. Hence the 
Libertine, by indulging in Licentiouſneſs, treats 


the Truths of the Goſpel with Levity and Ri- 


dicule; or, by blindly following the Bent of 
his own Inclinations, fets up the Standard of 


Vanity as the Rule of his Faith and Obedience. 


To prevent theſe Abuſes, nothing will contri- 


bute ſo much as a religious Education, which 


ſeldom dies in the Breaſt where it has taken 


deep Root, or been often exerciſed in the Paths 
of Virtue. Bad Habits, the Heat of Youth, 
or the Allurements of Diſhpation, for a while 


may eclipſe and overſhadow its Brightneſs, but 


in after Life, when Age, Diſcretion, or the 


Turns of Fortune, check the wild Career of 


Paſſion, it ſoftens Violence into Moderation, 


and ſhines forth with the brighteſt Luſtre of 


Benevolence and Truth. 


While Temperance checks the Paſſions, and 


in a great Meaſure regulates the Inclinations of 
Men, Religion alone can raiſe the Mind to great 
Conceptions, and the ſublime Ideas of the ſu- 
| preme Being, whoſe immediate Power is viſible 


in every Object of the Creation. ——Few People 


are diſpoſed to the Contemplation of religious 
Truths, or to the finer Feelings of divine Re- 


fletion: But when Man paſſes the Bounds of 


Senſe, and with all the Serenity of Piety and 
Devotion, explores the Truths of Revelation; 
what pleaſing Extaſies exalt the human Mind 
into a Participation of divine Love; and by 


communicating the Impulſe of ineffable Joy, 
leads the Soul by inſenſiblé Degrees into the 


heavenly Manſions; where, in Contemplation. 


. -. 46 -: -< A 


1 
and T hought, the Mind wrapt up- in Medita- 
tion, receives thoſe divine Communications of 
Love, which are the immediate Impreſſions of 


the r. 


Good Men can feel all 1 Impulses of di- 


vine Affections, and the frequent returns of il- 
luminating Grace, are not denied to thoſe, who 
are in a fit State to receive them. Yet amidſt 
theſe elevated Ideas of the Soul, let us not de- 
generate into a wild Enthuſiaſm, or carry the 
Imagination beyond the Limits of human Un- 


derſtanding- By no Means For Man re- 
tired into himſelf can e theſe Con- 


ceptions, and by ſtudying the Doctrine of Cor- 
reſpondencies, between Things heavenly and 


thoſe connected with his Nendon and outward 


Nature, he may commune with, and intimatel 
conceive and connect himſelf with Things ſpi- 


ritual and eternal. 


—Theſe are Giſts which 


but few enjoy ; for Mankind, like the troubled 


Ocean, are continually agitated by the reſtleſs 
Sway of their Paſſions and vain Inclinations, 


in which State no Man can poſſibly have the 


leaſt Connection with the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven. 


This leads us to intimate, that the beſt Reli- 


gion is Se in a {mall Volume— 


Ir: 1s a Hing to God, under the ee of 
that Peace, which paſſeth all Underflanding ; in- 


creaſing daily in the Love of ſpiritual Things, and 
always acling under a conſcientious Diſedonge of 
| religions and 11 Duties. 


This is hs Sum 10 the only true Religion, 
which leads Men to e For in Propor- 
tion 


RES 
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tion as any Man ſwerves from the ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of theſe Duties, ſo far his Affections 
are alienated from the Love of Truth, and he 
cannot poſſibly have che leaſt Communion with 


5 Heaven. 


Some Men of ne Minds, and miſled by 


che Vanity of human Reaſon, or biaſſed by the 
Prejudice of Education, have condemned our Re- 
ſearches into Nature, or a too deep Enquiry after 


ſpiritual Concerns, as injuring the Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity, or pleaſing only the Conceits of 


_ miſtaken Curioſity, and idle Speculation : But 
ſuch Men are too apt to entertain Prejudices 
favourable to their natural Appetites, or ſpend- 
ing a Life void of Reflection, never taſte the 

true Reliſh of refined GIVE Studies. 


If we have 1 to the Original of Know- 


N ledge, we find it centre in the Attributes and 


Ads of God, in Proportion as theſe are revealed 


to Man in the holy Scriptures. But here the 


greateſt Caution is neceſſary, that we do not 


| bewilder ourſelves in Error, and give Way to 


the Fancies of a diſordered Imagination. Re- 
ligion 1s built upon a Rock, againſt which the 
wavering Opinions of human Knowledge will 
neyer prevail. As all human Learning 1s but 


Knowledge acquired by Study and RefleQion, 


we muſt explore the Myſtery of Revelation 
with Sobriety and Caution, and ſeek a ſuperior 


Wiſdom at the Hand of Providence. When 
the Almighty created the Heavens and the Earth, 
we are furniſhed with a ſure Guide in this effen- 


tial Concern, viz. the Emblem of divine Wiſ- 
dom, which 1 in Scripture is called Saptence ; and 


: C2 | hence | 
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Benet the Mind. is furniſhed with the vaſt Con- 
ceptions of ſpiritual Truths, which the divine 


Love communicates to thoſe who are in a fit 
State to receive its powerful Influences, T 
Means of ſpiritual Influx, which is calle 


* The true Light, which lighteth every Man. 
N that cometh into the World.“ 


'To endiefinnd rightly hols divine. Truths, 


ve muſt ſeperate the Cauſe from the Effect; for 


as in the Beginning the Almighty Fiat was the 
Means of giving Form to the Diſpoſition of 
Matter, ſo we may conceive the divine Wiſdom 


as a Cauſe ſuperior to that Power which pro- 
duced the Effect. This clearly proves ſome 
ſubordinate Agency, acting according to the 
Impulſes communicated from a divine Origi- 
nal. 


vated and myſterious Speculations, which can 


Few People are diſpoſed to theſe ele- 


only be conceived when the Mind is totally ab- 
ſorbed in the Delight and Contemplation of 
heavenly Objects. To argue more within the 


Pale of common reaſoning, we may reſt aſſured 


that all true Religion has its riſe in the Heart ; 


that the inlernal State of the Mind 1s the only 
Source of Happineſs, both here and hereafter. 


Man, in his el State of 6 „ 
a Pilgrim, wandering the beaten Track of Lite, 
amidſt numberleſs Evils and Diſappointments, 


to which he is liable from his Connection with 
Animal Nature: Being a Slave to his Inclina- 
tions and Paſſions, he often lives the miſerable 
Vidlim of Depravity and Difcontent. Though 


it is the Lot of Humanity to be 1 
afllicted, Or unfortunate in worldly Concerns, 
oo vet | 


1 


yet the pleaſing Hope which reſults from 2 
faithful diſcharge of religious and moral Du- 
ties, adminiſters Comfort under Affliction, and 
ſoftens the Rigour of Misfortunes, or the 
Frowns of Ingratitude, incident to human Life. 
The pleaſing Hope and Expectation of a better 
| Life is the earneſt Deſire of good Men, know- 
ing that this State is only a State of Trial and 
| Probation to a better, and that according to 
Scripture and Revelation, our preſent and fu- 
ture Felicity is, and will be heightened by our 
mutual Intercourſe with the Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect. At preſent we ſee darkly 
as through a Glaſs, by Reaſon of human Frail- 
Ity; but when this Body melts away, we ſhall 
then be in the heavenly Manſions, in the Com- 
pany of Saints and Angels, enjoying the mu- 
tual Sympathy of ſpiritual Affections, which 
now he veiled under the Shadow of e ' 
MORIN: 8 15 


T0 trace Man from the Cradle to the Co 
we find him a melancholy Example of human 
Depravity——Born into Life expoſed to innu- 

merable Wants and Dangers, he is utterly in- 

capable of ſupplying the one, or of avoiding 
the other. The Pains and Anxieties of his 
infant State are alleviated, in ſome Degree, by 
the Affection of his Parents; for though he is 
born in a State the moſt defenceleſs and  forldra. 
expoled to Hunger and Nakednels ; yet the wiſe | 

Hand of Providence has provided the Means of 
his future Safety and Happinels, The Organs 
of Senſe ripen by Degrees; he becomes ac- 

quainted with the moſt familiar Objects around 

him, and cultty ates an Acquaintance as infant 
Ed 
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Fancy: diredts. A mutual Sympathy endears 
him to his Parents and his Friends, and hence 


moral Attachments take Place, and he ſympa- 


thizes with them in all the Concerns of Life. 


As his ſocial and active Powers expand them- 


ſelves, he diſtinguiſnes Men and Manners as 
they appear, and a Variety of Paſſions influ- 


ence his Judgment, and render him liable to 


the Impreſſions of Fancy and Deluſion. His 
Judgment ripens with his Years, and a Love of 
Pleaſure invites him to new Purſuits, and a 
more extenſive Range of Friendſhip and Con- 
nections. If a religious Education has laid the 


-Foundation of Virtue, he has before now ob- 


Herved the Wiſdom, Order, and Diſpoſition of 
the viſible Creation, and from hence felt the 


Impulſes of that inward Ray of Divinity, 
which raiſes him in the Scale of Beings, and 
connects him with the great Author of Nature. 


The Af ge of Youth is checkered. with a . 
riety of Friendſhips, Connections, and Mis for- 


tunes, fluctuating with Fancy, or changing 
as the fickle Humours of Mankind, or the Ac- 
cidents of Fortune take Place. The unſuſ- 
pecting Age of Youth, confers Favours with 
| Sincerity, and in this turbulent Period of Life, 


enters deeply into a Reliſh for Acquaintance, 


Friendſhips, and Diverſions. Theſe are the 
Favourites that engroſs his Attention, and in a 
great Meaſure fill up his daily employ. The 
Love of Fame now takes Root, and flouriſhes 
in all the Luxuriance of Dreſs, and a Fondneſs 

for faſhionable Amuſements. He becomes ſen- 


ſible of the Sympathy and Attractions of 
OF: and forms ſome kind of tender Atach- 
ment 


a 


ment with the fair Sex, to which he was till 
now a Stranger. A Delirium of new Pleaſure, 
amounting to the Idea of Extaſy, takes Place, 


and the Mortal feels very forcibly the thrillings 


of Love. From this Moment often commences 
his Miſery or his Happineſs, and he travels the 
long Journey of Life, ſubject to the Viciſſitudes 
of good and Evil, the common Lot of Hu- 
W e 


Being ad at the Age of Manhood, his 
Plan of Life varies, and from the Enlargement 
of his Capacity, his Judgment ripens, and he 
forms new and more extenſive Connections in 
_ Friendſhips and Acquaintance. He now enters 
the great Stage of Life, on which he acts his 
Part in the Multitude, and engaging in the 


Concerns of Society, takes a larger Proſpect of 


human Life, and its general Connections, as a 
Pattern for his future Conduct. He liſtens to 
the Calls of Power, Intereſt, or Ambition, and 
inſures his Happineſs or Miſery by the Choice 
of his Acquaintance, or the Succeſs of his fu- 
ture Proceedings. He naturally looks forward 


to the declining Days of old Age, and is deſi- 


rous to provide againſt the Wants of ſuch ap- 
proaching Miſery, or the Infirmities incident to 
human Nature. If raiſed to Affluence from a 


low Eftate, the grey Hairs of an aged Parent 


does (or ought) always claim his particular 
| Regard. As the Foundations of Knowledge 
and Virtue are laid in early Youth, he now ex- 
periences the Effects of a good or a neglected 
Education; for the Seeds ſown in Youth, always 

bear their Fruit in old Age. A religious Educa- 
tion is of the greateſt Conſequence to 2 
ane 
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Steps, with all its Anxieties and Troubles; and 
moderated by Experience and Reflection, views 


gradual Decline ſeeks the peaceful Shades of 


To diſtant Fate, by eaſy Fournies go; 
Gently they lay them down, as ev'ning Sheep, 


Like timely Fruit not ſhaken by the Wind ; 

But ripely dropping from the ſapleſs Bough, 
And dying, nothing to myſelf would owe. 

T hus daily changing, with a duller Taſte 

Of leſs ning Joys, T by Degrees would waſte : 


_ cal my ſelf Nom TIF.” and melt away. 


- 


fections according to the Principles of Religion 
and Virtue, the only Source of our Happineſs 
and Content. The true Eſtimate of our pre- 
ſent Exiſtence, centers in a Life of Temperance, 


*% 3 2 


and bs a better Inheritance than great Riches; 
At length the Thread of human Life ſhortens; 
and old Age creeps on by flow and venerable 


paſt Conſequences by the Teſt of Reaſon. A 


welcome Retirement, and the feeble Remnant 
of Life verges inſenſibly to the Grave. 


Some few by 7. emß rance taught, approaching foow - 


On their own woolly Fleeces ſoftly fleep : 
So noiſeleſs would I live, ſuch Death too fo, 


Still quitting Ground by unperceiv'd Decay, 


Dryden. 
Thus having traced Man ih the differ- 


ent Stages of Life, we may hence obſerve, that 
the principal Part of Wifdom is to underſtand 
the true Value of Life, and to regulate our At- 


to calm the Paſſions, and a ſtrict Oblervance 
of _— and moral Duties. | 


10 view Mankind through che different 
Stages 


EM 4. 


Stages of Life, is to repreſent a Scene of human 


Frailty, by expoſing the Depravity of our fallen 
State; for we ſee nought around us but a 
conſtant Succeſſion of miſerable Examples, and 


a Series of Evils, incident to every Station in 
Trouble and Diſquict , are always at 


Liſe. 


Hand, and our Senſibility is often hurt by the 
Treachery of Ingratitude, or the Effet of our 
own Misconduct. If Mankind (as ſome pre- 


tend) are lapſed from a higher State, and be- 
come the miſerable Objeas of divine Wrath, 


for Evils alrcady committed in a former I. 


{till let us keep in View the Neceſſity of a Re- 


novation, that we may be re- -1nſtated in our for- 


mer Glory and Happineſs: For view Things as 
you pleaſe, nothing but a virtuous Life. can 
make our Peace with Heayen, and inſure our 


future W 


Thoſe vain Fhilolbplitis: who pretend thae 
Vir tue and Vice have their Reward even in this 


Life, lead us into Error and Miſtake, and 
make Happineſs no Way a neceſſary Attendant 


on Virtue ; whereas they, are ſo cloſely con- 


nected, that one naturally reſults from the 


other, or otherwiſe we muſt arraign the divine 


Perfections of Goodneſs and Juſtice, and make 
them ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of Vice. On 


all Hands it muſt appear; that Rewards and 
Puniſhments are no Way apportioned on this 
Side the Grave; for Vicè is not always puniſn- 


ed by Milery, nor is Virtue always rewarded. 


Look around you—Many Examples within | 
n own Knowledge will prove the Aſſer- 


tion; for if the Tyrant, who deals Deſtruc- 
tion around him, and [parcs neither Virtue nor 


v "> Innocence, 


8 


TC 
Innocence, yet Rill lives in Splendor and Lux- 
-ury, amidſt the Gaiety of a Court, muſt ſhare 


an equal Fate with the virtuous Man, who 


Hath lived an Example of Temperance, and 
died in Penury and Want—If, I ſay, theſe are 
to ſhare equal Rewards hereafter, then are Vir- 
tue and Vice Words without Meaning, and the 


World left to be governed by a blind Fatality. 


If we trace Man through the Viciſſitudes of 
Life, we find him too often the Diſturber of 
his own Peace, and frequently the diſtributor 


of his own Misfortunes. He is always ſub- 


ject to the Violence of his Paſſions, which miſ- 


lead his Judgment, or bias his Inclinations, 
and human Nature being ſubje&t to a Variety 
of Senfations, frequently experiences different 
Effects, from accidental or imaginary Cauſes, 


The Paſſions are inflamed by a Life of Diſ- 
ſipation, and mutual Confidence is betrayed or 
abuſed, by the prevalence of polite Inſincerity, 
or the Humours of the Times. Licentiouſneſs 
takes root, and branches out into every Species 
of Wantonneſs and Prodigality ; and Pride, 
to compals its Ends, intrigues with Treachery 
and Deceit. Envy, that Canker of the Mind, 
filtered from the Dregs of Pride and Diſcon- 
tent, is always buſy with its Neighbour's Re- 
putation, while it overlooks the Villainy of its 
own Guilt. J . 


4 At a Time When Aa general Depravity 'of 


Manners t#kes Place, the ſocial and moral Vir- | 
tues give Way, and Religion ſuffers much from 


ſuch powerſul Adverſaries. Why then ſhould 
RRR 


to) 


we wonder, when Religion is fallen into a mere 
empty Name, that this Town and Neighbour- 
hood was lately viſited with the Warnings of 


divine Vengeance! ? to rouſe us from the Le- 


thargy into which the World ſeems at preſent 
to be lulled aſleep ; and to call us to Repent- 
ance while it is yet Day; for who knows how 
near our Deſtruclion may be at Hand? Two 
Things are remarkable reſpecting the late Earth- 
quake——One, that its Effects were confined 
to this Neighbourhood ; and the other, that the 
Shock and Continuance were much more ſevere. 
than ever remembered here before. Theſe are 
two weighty Conſiderations to all ſerious Peo- 
ple, and though a thoughtleſs World may diſre- 
gard theſe Notices f divine Vengeance, yet 
they certainly leave Impreſſions on the Mind, 
which ought to exhort us to an early and ſin- 
cere Repentance, We have lately ſeen one 
great and terrible Day of the Lord, but who 
could fland againſt the Terrors of the Almighuy? 
Yet, let us be thankful that the evil Day is 
put off, that we ſtill may receive ſuch 80h 
of divine Grace, as to enable us to ſubdue our 
Paſſions, and to practice the Means of obtain- 
ing an happy Immortality. How dreadful to 
think, that if the late Shock had continued but 
z few Moments longer, we ſhould probably all 
have been buried in Ruin and Deſtruction ! 
for how few were prepared to ſuffer the terrors 
of ſuch immediate and unforeſeen Judgment? 
Why ſhould Man be ſo anxious after this 
World's Concerns, ſeeing he is every. Hour lia- 
ble to Miſery and Decay. His earthly Part is 
only a joint Tenant of the Shade, and ſhares 
the lame Fate with the Brute Beaſts that perifh. 
— He 


Image of his inviſibly Creator. 


_ Conſequences, though materially different. 
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He ſhares alike their Intereſts, (heir Appetites, 
and Paſſions, ſubject to the Diſtemperature of 
the Elements, and ſinks with them into one 
common Grave. But then he ranks in a higher 
State in the Scale of Beings, and ig the viſible 


Moſt probably 
the Soul of Man is in the Form of Man, a 
Compound Subſtance of Spirit and Matter, 
under the Influence of Animal Nature; for 
Man, fo ſhort of Perfection, with all his Frail- 
ties, ſhould leem t to be 1 in a progreilye State to 
Happineſs. 
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"This Ray of. Divinty which ſhines. ſo bright 


in Man, impriſoned in a Houſe of Clay, can 
| contemplate the Works of Providence, and ſee 
an hereafter beyond the Grave: And if Reaſon 
doubts the Diſpenſation of future Rewards and 
Puniſhments, for the Good or Evil done in 

this Life, Revelation will relieve us from Suſ- 


pence, and confirm us in Belief. As Man's 


immortal Part had its Birth from Heaven, ſo it 
mult return thither in due Time, .re- united to 


ſome proper Body, adapted to the Place allotted 


it in the Order of Beings, which is very readily | 
conceived, though the Union is not perccivable 
to us, by Reaſon of the Organs and Impedi- 


ment of. Animal Nature; yet we are favourcd 
iu our preſent State with the Proof of ſimilar 


The Caterpillar, while in its Reptile State, 
_ crawls, the miſerable Victim of carthly Depra- 
vity; but paſſing (under our Sight) through 
its Aurelia State, it becomes the gaudy Butterfly, 
in all the Luxuriance of Dreſs, and has ac- 
quired a new Form in a higher Sphere, though 
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in the Lage World of Matter. And ws; can 
tell but that the Souls of our Friends, depaned: | 
this Life, may, in their progreſſive State in the | 
: Gradation of Beings, in like Manner paſs to a 
more exalted State of Glory, and he every Mo- 
ment with us, united to a Body too pure to be 
| ſeen by human Sight. Be this as it way, the 
Soul of Man after Death is probably united to 
a Body (not identically the. lame) ſuited to the 
Region of Spirits with which it muſt ſympa- 
thize- and live, and is conſequently cloathed 
with the ſame ſpiritual Nature, adapted to the 
World of Spirits. It now feels all the exalted 
Senſations of its new State, and is capable of 
much higher, Enjoyments, than when in this 
World of Matter. It thinks and acts in its 
own Way, and according to the Tempers, At- 
fetions, and Diſpoſitions in which it left this 
World, and in which it was united to its re- 
newed Body in the World of Spitits-—4s the 
Tree falls, ſo it riſeth, Y . 


Who can doubt this? for * riſes in the 
1 World, in the ſame State of Mind in 
which he leaves this, and is happy or miſera- 

ble, according to his Regeneration while in this 

earthly Tabernacle. It muſt needs be ſo, or 


_ otherwiſe we ſhould arraign the great Aarikbates 5 


of the Almighty, and reward Virtue and Vice 
on equal 'Terms.—Our Souls in this renewed 
State will act, not as at preſent, ſubje& to the 
Impreſſions and Influences of material Nature, 


but in a Way purely ſpiritual, and Aſapted to 
its new Habitation. ; 


Could Man but abſtract himſelf from this 
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World; and contemplate heavenly Thouglts 


ke might have a very adequate Idea of the Re- 
union of the Soul, to ſome particular Body in 


the World of Spirits; and what Subject can be 


fo inviting or ſatis factory, as to explore the 
happy Situation of our departed: Friends, of 
whoſe Happineſs or Miſery we muſt all, cer 


long, partake 1 ſay, it is not difficult for 


Man, in a proper refined State of Mind, to 


_ compaſs theſe myſterious Truths; for the Doc- 
trine of Correſpondencies will be a fufficient 
Guide for his Information, But to attain this 


t End, Man muſt retire into himſelf; he 


muſt. caſt off that Miſt of Darknefs that hangs 


over him, and conſult a quiet Mind, Ng 


to intelle&hual Gottemplation. bs 


Man being a compound Subſtance of Soul 


and Body, is ſulcepd le of the Impreſſions of 
Good and Evil. He appears in his own proper 
Place in the Scale of created Beings, and ranks 
as Lord of this lower Creation. That he was 
doomed here to a Life of Sickneſs and Miſery, 
is no doubt for ſome wiſe End; though beyond 
the Reach of human Comprehenſion, for many 
other Phœnomena in the Walks of Nature ſeem 


equally as inexplicable to us: Yet we find every 
Thing diſplaying the Type of the greateſt Or- 
der and Regularity, and contrived by a ſuperior 


Power for the wiſeſt Purx ofes, in the ſeveral 


Departments of Life. The ultimate End of 


all created Beings is one continued Progreſs to 
Happineſs, for God created none to be miſerable, 
and it is no Impeachment of divine Goodneſs 
that Man is born liable to Error, ſince he has 
the Approbation of his own Choice, and the 


Means 
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Means of his own Salvation, through the Me : 
rits of a crucified Saviour, who gave a, chef: up 


':a Ranſom; for the Redemption of Mankind. 


How can 'we enough adore this mighty A& of 


ſuch univerſal Goodneſs towards us, who muſt 
_ :otherwiſe have wandered as milerable- fallen 


Creatures to the Grave, without the leaſt Hope 
of a Participation of that tender and comforta- 
ble Bleſſing, Come unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you _ 


| Theſe benign" and hap] py Confolaions: re- 


5 freſhing our Souls with the Dew of Heaven, 
and comforting the Frailty of human Nature in 
her ſojourn here, muſt be a vaſt Enjoyment of 
the moſt affecting Triumph, and fill our Minds 


with the ſublime Aſpirations of divine Love. 


The worldly-minded Man is not ſufceptible of 
theſe Jain 


ons—He has no Reliſh for ſuch 
exalted Affections; and can only be deemed 


5 happy here, in the n Proportion as his Mind 


18 devoted to, and increaſed in Meekneſs, Cha- 


rity, and the other Chriſtian Virtues. All Men 


are in ſearch of Happineſs, but very few walk 
the Way to attain it. There is an Happineſs 


belonging to this World, but a more exalted | 


one in the next, from which our Paſſions are 


continually leading us aſtray, in Oppoſition to 
the Dictates of Reaſon and Common Senſe. 
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5 Exrnact from CASPIPINA's LETTERS, 


well kenckude the 8 Sa 


. The Spirit of Chriſtianity, indeed, Raids 


in direct Oppoſition to the Spirit of this 
3 World. Its Wenn and Proſpeds, its Hopes 
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8 ; e to whoſe, boundleſs Defircs . 
: y no > ra bject can *poſfibly be commenſun- 
e. Its preſent Situation expoſes it to 2. 
=: Variety. of Deluſions; and” the fallen, Nature Wo” 
WE: * to which it is in Bondage, perplexes it wit! 
ES; « a Variety of contending” Wilts each” ſecking Bo 
Li to obtain its favourite Op blect. But, 'witen 2 
4A i his 1 

once this ctgraal Spirit wought to a Con. 
victi he E. nd 6: [ G 
F * viction- of the mplipels Arn Vanity of a 95 
or © creaturely Enjt ſoyments; when once it is £4 
brought to fee 929 4 feel its own illukriou⸗ O- 5 
* rigin, and to know, that its real Happineſs 3 
; can oniy he derived from. the great Fountain 1 
K "ofa? 
Spirit out of which it had its divine Birth— 
5 | then the Power of ſpiritual Attraction imme- 2 
4 . diately commences. Fhrough a thouſand iu- 4 
25 tervening Obſtructions it ſeeks,” and will ſcck 5 
2 its true Center; and every outward carthly IAN © 
2 n which it may be in, is, By Virtuc _ 
* * of its heavenly Deſires, made to contribute =, 
. f * 
4 to the haſtening , and fulfilling of this bleſſed 8 
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